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SCIENCE MUSINGS/CHET RAYMO
Close encounters of the enduring kind

hey just w L o

AWAaY
und up Lthere
their saucer

ng lag w
alr rry ' g inex 1
They love o

MTeENS
ht for mation, or doing
e 1he speed of souind

1 then. when ey el

chy
Maybe even

1 some

sick trip back o the
e In the UFOs have
of r

g 120l in o e
- he ras raned a
peclacular ur fied Ny ne
bscrver saw “'a ing. spiral pinwheel
standing end i moving on a Hne from
- heast 1Al Others reported a
a disk larger Lhan the mod with a

like core. None of the wilnesses, inchad

f many amateur astronomers, had ever
sen anyihir like it. Police departments

Japan
Arctic
wed for nearly an
wds of lights and a huge
i'he large object was the

theships.” the pllot said. and

stze of twe

wared 1 nade by a "high technology

and intelligence.’. Blips on a ground-based

radar screen seemed (o that a crall

ke rigin was in ( vicinity of the

nvestigations of these lwo 'f;l-"\ are

w enmpiete, but before | reveal how (wo

LIFDs became IFOs et e put the sightings
ntent

The (irst saucer story

it all startied 40 years ago. on Tuersday,

ne 24 M7 BPusincssman Kenneth Ar
rivale plane above the
Washington
tight. diagonal forma
25 miles of his plane
atl the ab

was Mying his

Nine

Cascade Mouniains
rircular objects. In

passed wilhin

ter, Arnold lok! a reporter t
jects Mew “lke a sauvcer would i you
skipgped It across the water.” The next day
il America heard about the Mying saucers
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Alr Force Pliot Killed Chasing UFO

Dig news for a 12-year-old. For the next
six years | read everything | could find
about flying saucers. And there was plenty
to read: Books and magazine articles by the
dozens. The newsletiers of UFO societies
The official report of an Alr Porce UFO In
vestigation

And so began the cult of UFOs. The cult
as vignrously as ever
The answer

endurcs today I am
often asked If | believe in UFOa
s yes. | have seen several UFOs in my life
Anybody who regularly watches the sky Is
sure 1o sec an occaslonal unidentified Nying
object. | remember one night In particular
when a bunch of us were standing around
in a misty ficld with a telescope. This thing
rtipped across the sky from east to west
turned around. and zipped back. Too fast
for a plane. Meteoriles don't turn around
Whatever it was was unidentified. And
Mying. An honeat-to-goodness UFO
The mundane and the mysterious

But did it have an extralerrestirial ori
£In? Not lkely. Most UFOs turn out to have
a more mundane (‘ll‘hrm"lun_ and the rest
remain simply unexplained

The speciacular objert thal appeared
over (the castern United Stales on Aug 12
1966, was a cloud of fuel vented from a Jap
aneae satellite launch vehicle. In orbit high
ahove the Earth Similar clouds have been
observed In South America from Soviet
launchings from Plesetak. and in Australia
from American launchings from Cape Ca
naveral. They gocur al & particular place tn

AP photos

Ken Chamberlain Jr. made these photos of strange
lights in sky over Columbus, Ohio, in 1973, At least
150 others reported seeing the UFOs. At left. Neil Ba-
tey with “fying saucer” he found in England in 1967,
It reportedly contained two car batteries, a British-
made radio transmitter and a beeping speaker.

the launch trajectory. The Japanese rocket
test was the lirst of ita kind, and the cloud
of venied fuel the first to appear over the
United States

What the pliot of the Japan Air Lines jet
probably saw on Nov. 17 was the planet Ju
piter, which was very bright at that time
and in the same part of the sky as the ob
scrved UFO. The Federal Aviation Agency
has tssued a report of its invesligation of
the incident over the Arctic Ocean. The
FAA was unable to confirm the sighting A
United Alrlines pilot in the vicinity of the
Japan Alr Lines plane saw nothing The
blips en the radar screen Lhal seemed lo
conflirm the UFO turned out to be “split-ra
dar returns.” shadows of the plane's prima-
ry echo

Of the thousands of UFOs that have
been reported over the past 40 vears, not
ate has passed sclenttie muster for an ob
ject of extralerrestrial origin Put still the
cult of the UPO endures. Cultists will not be
dissuaded by talk of vented rocket fuel and

sphit-radar * echos. They will say that once

agnin conspiratorial actentists have “rx
plained away™ something that doesn't fit
accepied Lheories

| won't speak for others, but inside |his
typically skeptical scientist there ia a 12
year-old boy who wants desperately to be-
Weve In the visitors from ouler space. He's
still waiting for the evidence
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